IN THE CLAIMS 



1. {Currently Amended) A method for communicating between a purchaser and a 
plurality of sellers in an online marketplace, said method comprising the steps of: 

transmitt i ng g rcquoot for bid for a good or s o rv l oo to tho se ll ers via an e loctronic 

network, th e r e quoot for b i d not i dentifying tho purchaoor; 

receiving at a first user node of an electronic network, from a user computer 

node associated with a purchaser, a reouest for bid for a good or service to be sent 
from the purchaser to at least one seller through a server, the first user node beinq 
separate from the serve r and the first user node being separate from the purchaser and 
being separate from the at least one seller: 

determining, at the firs t user node, whether or not to send the reouest for bid to 

the server: 

forwarding, in response to determining to not send the reouest for bid to the 

server node, the reou est for bid from the first user node to a second user node of the 
electronic network thr ough a direct connection, the second user node being separate 
from the server and th e second user node being separate from the purchaser and 
separate from the at le ast one seller, wherein the reguest for bid, when forwarded, does 
not identify either the purchaser or the first user node; 

sending, in response to determining to send the reouest for bid to the sen/er 

node, the request for bid from the first user node to the server node for publication to 
the at least one seller, wherein the r eguest for bid, when sent, does not identify either 
the purchaser or the first user node: 

receiving at the first user node, through the server, at least one offer for the good 
or service from at least one of th e s e lle rs v i a th e el octron i c networ k seller , the sellers at 
least one seller and the server sending the at least one offer e fem not knowing the 
identity of the purchaser that is receiving the offers and the at least one seller and the 
server not knowing the identity of the first user node : and 

after receiving the offers, communicating a purchase order to one of the at least 
one seller settefs that submitted an offer in order to purchase the good or service, the 
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purchase order identifying the purchaser. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting a statement of interest from the purchaser through the server to the 

at least one seller to the nn l lnrr . via the electronic networl<, the statement of Interest not 
identifying the purchase r to the server and not identifying the purchaser to the at least 
one seller : and 

receiving information in response to the statement of interest from at least one of 
the sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the information through the 
server, wherein the ser ver and the at least one seller do not know not knowing the 
identity of the purchaser. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein in the step of transmitting the request 
for bid, the request for bid is transmitted to only the sellers that sent the information to 
the purchaser. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the request for bid is 
associated with one or more selected cateaorv. the method further comprising the steps 
of 

configuring a plurality o f publish-subscribe channels, wherein each publish and 
subscribe channel in the plurality of publish-subscribe channels is associated with a 
respective category of goods and services: 

accepting subscri ption requests from a subset of the at least one seller for at 
least one selected publish-subscribe channel within the plurality of publish-subscribe 
channels: and 

whoroin In th e stop of transmitting the request for bid, the rcquc::t for bid for the 
good or service is sent to the subset ofa ti-of the sellers that subscribe to a -the at least 
one selected publish-subscribe channel relating tn thn gnnH nr mnnrr. 

5-7. (Cancelled) 
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8. (Cancelled) 



9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim Bl, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving, at the server, a statement of interest from the purchaser via the 

electronic network, the statement of interest not identifying the purchaser; and 

transmitting information in response to the statement of interest to the purchaser 
via the electronic network, the seller and the server sending the information not knowing 
the identity of the purchaser. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim §1, wherein the purchase order is the 
first communication in a transaction that identifies the purchaser to the seller. 

11-15 (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 441 , further comprising the steps of: 
receiving, at the server, a statement of interest from a purchaser via the 

electronic network, the statement of interest not identifying the purchaser; 

transmitting the statement of interest that does not identify the purchaser to the 
sellers via the electronic network; 

receiving information in response to the statement of interest from at least one of 
the sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the infomiation not knowing 
the identity of the purchaser; and 

transmitting , from the server, the information to the purchase r, wherein the 
server does not know the identitv of the purchaser . 

17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein in the step of transmitting the request 
for bid, the request for bid is transmitted to only the sellers that sent the information in 
response to the statement of interest. 

18-22. (Cancelled) 
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23. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 2232, wherein said 
program further contains instructions for performing the step of communicating a 
purchase order from the purchaser to one of the sellers that submitted an offer in order 
to purchase the good or service, the purchase order identifying the purchaser, 

24. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 2232, wherein said 
program further contains instructions for performing the steps of: 

r e ce i ving a otatemont of interest from a purchasor v i a th o o lootron i c network, the 

s tat e m e nt of i ntoroot not I dent i fying th e purchas o r; 

transmitting the statement of interest from the purchaser through the server to 
the at least one seller vi a the electronic network, the statement of interest tha^does not 
ident i fy identifying the purchaser to the server and not Identifying the purchaser to the 

at least one seller to tho CQllorn vin th a ei nntrnn i r n n ^.inr l ^ - 

receiving infonnation in response to the statement of interest from at least one of 
the sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the information through the 
server, wherein the serv er and the at least one seller do not know nnt knnwinr| the 
Identity of the purchaser^an^ 
transmitting tho I nformation to th e purchaoor . 

25-27. (Cancelled) 
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28. (New) An electronic communications system, comprising: 
a server; 

a user computer node, separate from the server; 

a second user node, separate from the user computer node and the server; 
a first user node, separate from the user computer node, the server and the 
second user node, the first user node adapted to: 

receiving, from the user computer node associated with a purchaser, a 
request for bid for a good or service to be sent from the purchaser to at least one 
seller through the server 

wherein the first user node is separate from the purchaser and is separate 
from the at least one seller; 

determining whether or not to send the request for bid to the server; 

forwarding, in response to determining to not send the request for bid to 
the server node, the request for bid from the first user node to the second user 
node of the electronic network through a direct connection, the second user 
node being separate from the purchaser and separate from the at least one 
seller, wherein the request for bid, when forwarded, does not identify either the 
purchaser or the first user node; 

sending, in response to detemiining to send the request for bid to the 
server node, the request for bid from the first user node to the server node for 
publication to the at least one seller, wherein the request for bid, when sent, 
does not identify either the purchaser or the first user node, and 
wherein the user computer node is adapted to: 

receiving, through the server, at least one offer for the good or service 
from at least one seller, the at least one seller and the server sending the at least 
one offer not knowing the identity of the purchaser that is receiving the offers and 
the at least one seller and the server not knowing the identity of the first user 
node, and 

after receiving the offers, communicating a purchase order to one of the at 
least one seller that submitted an offer in order to purchase the good or service, 
the purchase order identifying the purchaser. 
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29. (New) The electronic communications system of claim 28, wherein the server is 
further adapted to; 

transmitting a statement of interest from the purchaser through the server to the 
at least one seller via the electronic network, the statement of interest not identifying the 
purchaser to the server and not identifying the purchaser to the at least one seller; and 

receiving information in response to the statement of interest from at least one of 
the sellers via the electronic network, the sellers sending the information through the 
server, wherein the server and the at least one seller do not know the identity of the 
purchaser. 

30. (New) The electronic communications system of claim 29, wherein in server is 
further adapted to transmitting the request for bid to only the sellers that sent the 
information to the purchaser. 

31. (New) The electronic communications system of claim 28, wherein the request 
for bid is associated with one or more selected category, wherein the server is further 
adapted to: 

configuring a plurality of publish-subscribe channels, wherein each publish and 
subscribe channel in the plurality of publish-subscribe channels is associated with a 
respective category of goods and services; 

accepting subscription requests from a subset of the at least one seller for at 
least one selected publish-subscribe channel within the plurality of publish-subscribe 
channels; and 

transmitting the request for bid for the good or service to the subset of the sellers 
that subscribe to the at least one selected publish-subscribe channel. 

32. (New) A machine-readable medium tangibly encoded with a program for 
operating an online marketplace, said program containing instructions for performing 
the steps of: 

receiving at a first user node of an electronic network, from a user computer 
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node associated with a purchaser, a request for bid for a good or service to be sent 
from the purchaser to at least one seller through a server, the first user node being 
separate from the server and the first user node being separate from the purchaser and 
being separate from the at least one seller; 

detemninlng, at the first user node, whether or not to send the request for bid to 
the server; 

forwarding, in response to determining to not send the request for bid to the 
server node, the request for bid from the first user node to a second user node of the 
electronic network through a direct connection, the second user node being separate 
from the server and the second user node being separate from the purchaser and 
separate from the at least one seller, wherein the request for bid, when fonwarded, does 
not identify either the purchaser or the first user node; 

sending, in response to detennining to send the request for bid to the server 
node, the request for bid from the first user node to the server node for publication to 
the at least one seller, wherein the request for bid, when sent, does not identify either 
the purchaser or the first user node; 

receiving at the first user node, through the server, at least one offer for the good 
or service from at least one seller, the at least one seller and the server sending the at 
least one offer not knowing the identity of the purchaser that is receiving the offers and 
the at least one seller and the server not knowing the identity of the first user node; and 

after receiving the offers, communicating a purchase order to one of the at least 
one seller that submitted an offer in order to purchase the good or service, the 
purchase order identifying the purchaser. 

33. (New) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining, at the second user node, whether or not to send the request for bid 
to the server node; 

fonwarding, in response to determining to not send the request for bid to a server 
node, the request for bid from the second user node to a third user node of the 
electronic network through a direct connection, the third user node not being the server 
and the second node being associated with a user other than the purchaser and the at 
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least one seller; and 

sending, in response to determining to send tlie request for bid to a server node, 
thie request for bid from the first user node to the server node for publication to the at 
least one seller. 
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